








OHRCHADASH 
A Monumental Year Begins 

In recent history, the date September 
11th is regarded as a Day of Infamy, not 
unlike December 7th. However, for Ohr 
Chadash, September 11, 2022, was a 
celebratory day, for it marked the start of 
our fifteenth year of instructing Jewish 
youth in the joys of our faith. Happily, in 
addition to the Ohr Chadash returnees, the 
school roster now includes nine new 
students, with hopes of several more to 
come. Furthermore, we are glad to 
welcome back Morah Lynne Blander as 
our music teacher. 

Parents, students, and teachers 
gathered in the spacious Moreida area of 
Hillcrest Jewish Center, the host 
synagogue for the school's fall semester, 
as Morah Lynne provided a lively musical 
welcome which had everyone in 
attendance clapping their hands and 
singing along to familiar tunes. Morot 
Marina and Zehava spoke of the school 
and what their children would learn in the 
months ahead. Morah Shari enlightened 
the parents as to the special experiential 
programs their children could look 
forward to in the months ahead: a unique 
Hanukkah celebration, an extraordinary 

Purim event, and a commemorative 
program in honor of the 75th Anniversary 
of the establishment of the modem State 
oflsrael. 

Rabbi Manes Kogan officially greeted 
the assemblage and welcomed the student 
body to its home for the first portion of the 
school year. He spoke of the upcoming 
Tishrei holidays, and, as is done six days 
a week during the month of Elul, he 
magnificently blew the shofar, ending 
with a Tekiah Gadolah which no doubt 
could be heard all along Union Turnpike 
into Nassau County. When the rabbi 
finally concluded, there was a rousing 
round of applause and awestruck cheers of 
"Yasher Koach". 

As Arlene Ratzabi of the Ohr Chadash 
School Board graciously invited parents to 
partake of a delectable breakfast of bagels, 
bialys, lox spread, Danish, and coffee, the 
children proceeded to their respective 
classes for the official start of their day's 
learning. 

At the conclusion of classes, the 
students returned to the Moreida area for 
Recap Time, during which they enjoyed a 
brisk game of Shimon Omer, better known 
as "Simon Says" in English, conducted by 
Morah Marina. 

Before leaving for the day, both 
returning and new students were given gift 
bags, filled with a Hebrew graphics 
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embossed pencil (to begin the year on the 
"write" foot), an apple, ajar of honey, and 
a water bottle emblazoned with the Ohr 
Chadash logo. 

Our teachers would like to express our 
appreciation to Allegra Hom and Sabrina 
Weiler, our Gesher graduates from last 
year, who loved attending our school so 
much, that they volunteered to return this 
year to help out in whatever capacity they 
can. They are our MITs - Morot-in
training and we are truly fortunate to have 
them at the ready whenever they are 
needed. There's no doubt that the love and 
devotion our educators have for our faith, 
for teaching, and for our children is 
reciprocated by our youngsters. We know 
that the Ohr Chadash experience will be 
one long remembered by all our attendees, 
and will have a positive lifelong influence 
upon their characters and their 
contributions and impact upon their 
Jewish communities. 

We wish everyone a Sweet, Healthy, 
and Joyous 5783. Morah Shari 

ATTENTION 

COLLEGE STUDENTS OF HJC 

Children of Hillcrest Jewish Center 
members who are attending college, away 
from home or living at home, are eligible 
to receive mailings, gifts and invitations 
supported by the Edith and Aaron 

Goldberg College Outeach Fund. 

The list of eligible recipients is 
generated by the parents of the college 
students. 

Parents register your children by 
submitting their name and college or home 
address for this semester. Email the 
information to Kantro2@gmail.com or 
phone Carol Kantro at 718-969-7784. 

DAILY SERVICES 
Monday-Friday mornings ... 7:00 AM 
Sunday and Holiday mornings 

.................................. 8:30 AM 
Sunday-Thursday evenings 

7:00PM 

OUR SIMCHA TREE 
Our lovely Simcha Tree in the Upper 

Moreida was given to us by a donor who 
wanted to see our families' and friends' 
milestones and achievements commemo
rated while raising funds for our beloved 
Hillcrest Jewish Center. 

Did you know that in addition to 
individual leaves we are offering an option 
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to celebrate simchot with a group leaf? 

When a fellow congregant has a milestone 
birthday, anniversary, or big achievement 
(retirement, award, etc.) a group of 
friends, and/or family, can get together to 
commemorate the happy occasion with a 
group leaf. To start a group leaf, simply 
contact the office and let us know the 
simcha leaf recipient and the happy 
occasion. A notice will be shared with the 
congregation announcing that a group leaf 
has been started. A minimum pledge of 
$25 is required for all participants who 
wish to be part of the group leaf. Each 
donor should contact the office to add 
their pledge. Once $360 has been pledged, 
the leaf will be ordered. The leaf will be 
announced in the Bulletin following its 
mounting, including the listing of all those 
who participated in its purchase. As with 
all leaves, the proceeds will go into the 
Capital Improvements Fund. 

When you purchase a leaf for our 
Simcha Tree, the tree grows and grows. 
Each gold leaf on the Simcha Tree marks 
a lasting memory of a joyous simcha in the 
lives of members of Hillcrest Jewish 
Center. 

NEW LEAVES ON OUR 
SIMCHATREE 

In honor of 
GAIL KEREN & 

ELAINE SOFFER 

Co-chairs of the 
Mental Health Initiative 

for their tireless work and 
support during Covid and beyond 

Louise Derzansky-Cohen & Paul Cohen 
Susan & Paul Diamond 
Miriam Feldman 
A via Eyllon Fodor 
Joan Hausmann 
Anne Hosansky 
Helene & Howard Jacob 
Merle Askenas-Kaplan & Bernie Kaplan 
Caroline & Bruce Kazdan 
Jennifer Keren 
Natalie Nussbaum 
Aviva & Jimmy Peress 
Iris Schachter 
Tina Schnall 
Ellen & Amie Schweitzer 
Analee & Emanuel Sternberg 
Susan & Ralph Straus 
Bertha Strauss 
Susan Varga 
Eva & Len Zimmerman 

Leaves continued on page 6 
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SIMCHATREE 

continued from page 5 

In honor of 

FREDDA CHODROW-GOLDBERG 

Hillcrest Jewish Center 

Office Volunteer Extraordinaire 

2022-5782 

Louise Derzansky-Cohen & Paul Cohen 
Saralee Edwards 
Miriam Feldman 
Cantor Mordecai & Lesley Fuchs 
Melissa Gerstein 
Judith & Marty Guttman 
Joan Hausmann 
Helene & Howard Jacob 
Carol & Emanuel Kantro 
Merle Askenas-Kaplan & Bernie Kaplan 
Kathy & Gerry Lewis 
Rochelle & Herb Mandell 
Juana Meythaler Santos 
A viva & Jimmy Peress 
Beth Ritter 
Iris Schachter 
Ahron Shapiro 
Rose Sigler 
Michael Silver 
Elaine Soffer & Richard Kass 
Analee & Emanuel Sternberg 
Bertha Strauss 
Sela & Steve Zellman 
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