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The 2026 Kol Nidre Campaign begins. Friday, July 31

More than eight decades ago, the Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat/Maariv ...............cccceeeeeeeeseeesmsssssssssnnnnnnrneeee 6:30 P.M.
founders of our beloved shul had a vision Candle LightiNg .......cc.eeueeemmreereeernsissessenssssssssssssess s seeesssesssssseens 7:54P.M.
to create a house of worship devoted to Saturday, August 1 — EKeV........cccoovuereerireieciecieeeececeseeece e e 9:00 A.-M.
Torah, Avodah and Chesed — study, Torah Reading: Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25  Haftarah: Isaiah 49:14-51:3
prayer and kindness. That vision MINCRE e recceveesssssss s sessseesesssesssses st seeseseeeseeeseeseeeeeeseeseeeeseens 7:30 PM.
continues despite the changes and needs Shiur/Third Meal .. evssssmssssssssssssssessssssssssassnsssenseseessssssesnsesssine 8100 PIM.
of our present-day community. To be able MBALIV. ecvvvvvensir s sesssssese e eessesse s eseeseesseseesseseeeeeeresssseseeeeseressesee 8:45 P.M.
to sustain this vision, we turn to you for SHABDAEL €1AS ... -orvee e eenereermeeeeeeeeeeeesenereseneens 8:57 P.ML.
your support. Friday, August 7

This is the time of the year when the Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat/Maariv .................cooveevvsomseessiions . 630 P.M.

Kol Nidre campaign begins — the major
yearly fundraising activity at Hillcrest
Jewish Center. We are fortunate once
again to have Edgar Schwartz as
campaign ambassador and  Susan
Diamond and Gail Keren as campaign co-
chairs. Your donations last year exceeded
budget expectations, with a 90%
participation rate, of which 48% were
increased donations and 13% first time
pledges. I attribute this achievement to
the inspirational speeches of Ambassador
Schwartz, the hard work of the
campaign’s co-chairs and volunteer
solicitors and the generosity of our
kehillah. Kol Hakavod!

This year the Kol Nidre committee
callers will be reaching out to our
members to respond generously to the
campaign. Rooted in the American
Jewish tradition of raising funds on the
eve of Yom Kippur —a practice that began
during World War I — the funds raised
through this HIC appeal are essential for
the continuity of the array of spiritual,
educatronal, and social programming we
all enjoy and have come to expect.

The current administration is
committed to doing just that but needs the
financial resources to do so. It is important
to carry forth the vision of our shul’s
founders. The response of every member
to the Kol Nidre committee’s volunteers
will determine how well we will be able
to fulfill our commitment.

I am confident that the membership,
individually and collectively, will respond
generously as they did last year.

B’ Shalom. Helene Jacob, President

Candle Lighting ... o TA6PM.

Saturday, August 8 — Re eh Blrkat HaChodesh 9:00 A.M.
Torah Reading: Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17 Haftarah Isalah 54 11 55:5
Bat Mitzvah: Gabrielle Solomon, daughter of Michelle Sufrin and Richard Solomon
We welcome the new month Elul
Rosh Chodesh is Thursday and Frrday, August 13 and 14

Mincha... ceisirneeeenne 115 P M.
Sh1ur/Th1rd Meal .................................................................................... 7:45 P.M.
IMEATIV. ..ottt ettt e e et et eeeeneeesseneaseesereresreessas s 8:30 P.M.
SRADDAL ENAS ...ttt et ettt 8:48 P.M.

Friday, August 14 — Rosh Chodesh
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat/Maariv ..........cccceeureemieesrerismesensssresesrennees. 6530 P.M.
Candle Lighting ........ccc.ceveieerimrrireeeeineeeseeesesess e seesse e eeeees 7:37 P.M.
Saturday, August 15 — Shof’tim ., e 9:00 A ML
Torah Reading;: Deuteronomy 16 18 21 9 Haftarah Isalah 51 12-52:12

Kindershul — pre K-5th grade ... R coeremnrmnnnenens 10:30 ALML
MINCRE. ....ecreirtieerieee ettt ee e eee et s e ran o 7:00 P.M.
Shiur/Third MEal ........ccccoeueireieieiieisices et vn s 7:30 P.M.
MAATIV....oovoieiccce ettt ereras 8:15 P.M.
Shabbat €NdS..........oueieeieierereiii et et 8:38 P.M.
Friday, August 21 — Tea and Schmooze
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat/Maariv ................oveoeeeveeecreeeoeresereseenn, 7:30 P.M.
Candle Lighting .....c..cocveieeeecerueieiieereeieceeee et ee oo 7:27 P.M.
Saturday, August 22 — Ki Teitze................coovveeveereeesoreseoeooe 9:00 A.M.
Torah Reading: Deuteronomy 21:10-25:19  Haftarah: Isaiah 54:1-10
IMINCRA. ...ttt 7:00 P.M.
Shiur/Third Meal ........cccveroieieniieieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 7:30 P.M.
MAATIV..ocoiiiriiiiiiniscieeses e ses s s st ssessnsessenssssssessnesessesnsens. 8215 P.ML
Shabbat €0dS.....c.vvreeerririrrieeii e 8:29 PM.
Friday, August 28
Mincha/Musical Kabb Shabb/Maariv, Communal Shabbat Dinner........ 6:00 P.M.
Candle Lighting ... - R . 7:06 P.M.
Saturday, August 29 K1 Tavo . 9:00 AM.

Torah Reading: Deuteronomy 26 1 29 8 Haftarah Isalah 601 -22

Kindershul — pre K-5th grade ...........oo.vveveeeeeeeeiecceeseeeeeees e, 10:30 A M.
IMINCRA. ...t e et 6:45 P.M
Shiur/ThIrd MEal .....u.e.voeeeeeeeeeeeee e oo ee e oo 7:15PM
IMIABIIV ...ttt ettt eeeeee e 8:00 P.M
Shabbat en1ds...........oueveeieeeeeeeeeeeeee e 8:15P.M
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CENTER FAMILY

Congratulations to:
Eva & Len Zimmerman on the birth of
their grandson Nathaniel Alexander Kota.
Rabbi Manes Kogan on getting a
hole-in-one (see article below).

Condolences to:

Agneta “Aggie” Weisz on the passing
of her husband, HIJC Past President
Tiberiu “Ted” Weisz.

May the family be comforted among
the moumers of Zion and Jerusalem.

A HOLE IN ONE

It is my honor to report to the
membership that Rabbi Kogan has
added to his list of extraordinary
achievements.

The first was his becoming a U.S.
Army Chaplain commissioned officer.
The second was his becoming the
official Jewish Chaplain for the NYPD.

This newest achievement may even
be more worthy of recognition. While it
is proffered to many, completion and
success are denied to most. It is even
fair to say that of all the synagogues in
the metro New York area, Hillcrest
Jewish Center has the only rabbi who
has achieved this.

While playing golf on July 3rd, at
approximately 11:30 in the morning,
Rabbi Kogan got a hole-in-one.

Kol hakavod and hurrah for the
Rabbi. Jerry Kirschbaum

What does America mean to me — July 4, 2026

Rabbi Kogan wanted to share with the congregation the words of the four speakers

Ed Schwartz

I could answer, Life Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness, but that is a cop out.
In truth, the answer is really just one word — FREEDOM.

Freedom to grow up in a home unsoiled, no pogroms.

Freedom to get an education.

Freedom to choose an occupation and to change it again and again.

Freedom to have a family.

Freedom to live where I want.

Freedom to be a Jew.

Freedom to be able to pray in a synagogue.

Freedom to be able to verbally disagree with my mayor or even my president.
Freedom to love and support Israel.

Sometimes you may be called upon to pay for these freedoms but so be it.

I am an American and love my country and never wanted to be anything but an American.
God bless America.

Silvia Surazski-Kogan
Today is my grandmother Sara's 50th yahrzeit. She was born in Bialystok sometime in

the early 1900s. In the 1930s, after she had married my grandfather, they looked around at
the world they knew and made the decision to leave Europe. Lately, I've found myself
thinking about them. What made them decide to go? What signs did they see? What was
the final straw that made them say, "Enough"?

My grandfather had siblings who had already settled in the U.S., specifically in
Baltimore. His dream was to join them, but by then immigration had become nearly
impossible. Instead, he found a way to South America. In those days, simply hearing the
word America was enough. Europe seemed like such a small continent, and he imagined
that somehow he could cross a river and find his way to his siblings in Maryland. Life
didn't unfold the way they had planned, but they built a good life in South America.

So what does the United States mean to me?

On my grandmother's yahrzeit, I think of it as being able to say to her, We fulfilled your
dream. The dream that couldn't come true in your lifetime became a reality in ours. Every
day I live here is a reminder of the courage it took for you and Zeide Abraham, and my
other two grandparents, Rebeca and Marcos, to leave everything behind in search of a safer
future for your family.

Monte Shulkes

The rabbi asked me to come up here and speak about what America means to me. But
when he asked me, I had a pretty immediate reaction. It was almost like a Rorschach test.
One word came to mind right away: Life.

We stand here commemorating the 250th anniversary of when some extraordinary men,
who had much more to lose than to gain, decided to set forth on an experiment called
America with the declaration that all of us have divine, the G-d given right to life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness.

But for me, for my family, life is what America means most to me.

My family’s story is probably similar to the story of many families in this room. My
parents were born here, but all four of their parents were immigrants. They came from
places like Grodno and a small town called Kuti what was then Poland, and is now
southwestern Ukraine.

And when they left, they were not just moving from one place to another. They weren’t
moving to Boca. They were saying goodbye. Goodbye to parents, brothers, sisters, nieces,
nephews, aunts, uncles, cousins, neighbors, friends. And for some of them, especially their
parents, they knew deep down that this was goodbye forever. They left knowing they would
never again hear those voices again. See their faces again.

And then my parents grew up watching their own parents live with the knowledge that
almost everyone they had left behind — was murdered by the Nazis.

So when I think about the world my grandparents came from, when I think about
Europe, I think about and I’m sorry I can’t think of a better word, but I think about death.
And when I think about America, I think about the opposite. I think about life. Not perfect
life. Not easy life. Not a country without problems. We are Jews — we don’t expect to live
in a world where there’s no need for prayer. continued on page 3
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Shulkes continued

But America gave my family something that history had
denied Jews again and again: the opportunity for life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness. The chance to build homes. To raise
children. To start businesses. To go to school. To serve the
community. To go to the army. To pray in public. To argue in shul.
America gave Jews the ability not just to survive, but to thrive.

And T think that is why America is a miracle. George
Washington wrote to the Hebrew Congregation in Newport that
this country would give “to bigotry no sanction, to persecution no
assistance.” This is where it all began. A new society built on the
best principles of Judeo-Christian values. That was not a small
thing. For Jews, that was revolutionary.

For so much of our history, we lived at the mercy of kings,
mobs, governments, the false accusations of Christianity, the
sword of Islam on our neck, and neighbors who could turn on us
overnight. But here, the promise was different. Here, we were not
guests. We were citizens. Here, we did not have to choose between
being Jewish or being American. We could be both.

And because of that, Jewish life in America has become one of
the great success stories in our history. We have built synagogues,
schools, charities, businesses, hospitals, universities, communi-
ties. We have contributed to science, medicine, law, art, culture,
music, public service, and every part of American life. For much
of Jewish history, we were just trying to survive. But in America,
so much of our story has been defined by possibility.

And yes, I know things feel more complicated now.
Antisemitism is more visible. The country is divided. The loudest
voices of both the right and the left agree that we Jews are to blame
for all the ills in the world. But even with all of that, we should not
lose perspective. We’ve been given the opportunity to live
fantastic Jewish lives. More so than the 20 generations of our
ancestors before us. Just look at our service — Kiddush on Friday
night in shul, the haftarah, dreidel — these are the vestiges of us
hiding. We have the word Jewish on the outside of our building, a
menorah. I can walk around with a kippah on.

We are still living with freedoms that our ancestors could
barely imagine. We are still standing here, in a synagogue, on
Shabbat, in America, speaking openly as Jews. That is not a small
thing. That is a blessing. But blessings do not exist in a vacuum.
You do not just receive them and move on. You protect them. You
strengthen them. You pass them on.

So to me, loving America does not mean pretending everything
is perfect. It means believing that America is still worth fighting
for. America gave my family life. And in doing so it gave us the
chance to be Jews fully and Americans fully.

That is what America means to me. G-d bless America and
G-d bless all of you. Shabbat Shalom.

Elizabeth Kogan
Recently, Rabbi Kogan asked me to speak about the question,

"What is America to me?" At first, I wasn't sure how to answer
it. America means so many different things, not only to me, but I
imagine to everyone sitting here today.

When I think about America, my mind immediately goes to
my family. Every year, both my mom's and my dad's sides of the
family celebrate the day they came to America from the Soviet
Union. It's a celebration filled with the traditions and foods they
grew up with, mixed together with the culture and opportunities
they found here in America.

Growing up, I listened to stories about what America
represented to them. It was a place where they could practice their
faith freely, pursue the careers they dreamed of, and build lives
they never imagined were possible. Their gratitude for this country

wasn't something they simply talked about — it was something they
lived every day. Seeing that appreciation through their eyes shaped
the way I see America today.

But there's another memory that defines America for me.

Every year, we celebrate my mom's birthday on July 4 instead
of July 5, and one year when I was about nine years old, I
convinced my dad to take me to Michael's because I told him I
needed supplies for a school art project. In reality, it wasn't for
school at all. T secretly wanted to make my mom a birthday gift. I
remember telling him I absolutely needed a canvas, paintbrushes,
and red, white, and blue paint because I had to paint an American
flag for a social studies assignment. Looking back, I'm sure he
knew I wasn't telling the whole truth — but he went along with it
anyway.

With absolutely no artistic talent, I painted the best American
flag I could. In between the red and white stripes, I wrote on the
white stripes: "Live your life! Be happy and proud of your
children. Happy Birthday, Mom! We all love you very much and
wish you the very best in everything you do. Love, your daughter,
Elizabeth Sarah Kogan.” That painting has always represented
something much bigger than a birthday gift.

To me, America is family. It's love. It's gratitude. It's the oppor-
tunity to create memories with the people we care about most.

Today, our country faces challenges. It often feels like we're
divided by politics, opinions, and different perspectives. Yet I
believe America has always been strongest when people choose to
see each other's humanity before their differences.

Maybe rebuilding that sense of unity doesn't begin with grand
speeches or sweeping changes. Maybe it starts with something
much simpler: introducing yourself to a neighbor you've never
met, having a respectful conversation with someone who sees the
world differently, or taking the time to truly get to know a co-
worker, classmate, or friend.

America has often been described as a melting pot — a nation
made stronger because people from different backgrounds come
together while honoring where they came from. My family is
living proof of that. They brought their traditions, their faith, and
their hopes to this country, and America gave them the opportunity
to build a future.

For me, that's what America is. It's a place where freedom
creates opportunity, where diversity creates strength, and where
love has the power to bring people together. If we can remember
that, then regardless of our differences, we can continue building
an America that future generations will be proud to call home.

From Cantor Rachel
Building Bridges — One Kabb Shabb at a Time!

As we approach the month of Elul and our holiest season, [ am
thinking about what I am taking with me into this new year. The
theme of this year’s Cantors Assembly convention was “Building
Bridges,” which suited our location especially because it was held
in Pittsburgh, the City of Bridges. It also resonates with me as |
look ahead to my second year as your full-time Cantor and
Director of Engagement.

Over the past year, I have worked hard to strengthen our Youth
and Family programs and to put new programs in place to bring
our members to shul. Alongside our dedicated lay leaders, we are
building upon something we should all be proud of: community.
Our heimish shul is busy and vibrant and our voices fill the
building. We are reaching more of you through our musical Kabb
Shabb, Shabbat-in-a-box, and Teen Kesher programs, to name a
few. Over the next year, I want to focus on the ties that bind us
together as one community. continued on page 4
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CANTOR continued from page 3

In the Spring, a few Youth and Family mothers and Hillcrest
Sisterhood members came together over tea to discuss the ways in
which we can help each other across generations. We shared
meaningful conversation and hopes and dreams for the future. A
few of our teens have attended our morning and evening minyan
in support of our community members saying Kaddish. Some of
our littles will be “assisting” our members who are volunteering
in the garden. Our Youth and Family committee has been busy
planning our calendar for the full school year and we will be
releasing our schedule soon. Youth and Family continues to look
forward to opportunities to collaborate with the other groups that
make our community strong.

Kabb Shabb, in particular, has a multi-generational pull. I am
pleased that it will start back up later this month on August 28.
Kabb Shabb is our pre-Shabbat experience with musical
instruments, followed by candle-lighting, Maariv davening, and a
communal Shabbat dinner, Whether you come for the new music,
tradition, community, or just a great Shabbot dinner, there will be
something for everyone.

Hazzanit’s Roundtable is a safe space to ask questions, share
differing perspectives, learn new music, and lean into “Shechinah
energy.” In addition to strengthening relationships with each other,
we continue to reach new members through this entryway to shul
life at Hillcrest Jewish Center.

If you have ideas for new ways to build bridges in this next
year, share them with me! Schedule an appointment, give a call,
or send an email or text. Thank you for sharing your ruach, service,
and presence at our wonderful shul. Wishing us all a meaningful
season of reflection and intention setting.  Cantor Rachel Black

BOARD OF TRUSTEES REPORT

JUNE MEETING

Mark Solkoff gave a short Dvar Torah in the Rabbi’s absence.

Executive Committee Report: Thanks were extended to the
Sufrin and Solomon families for the bollard flowers and to the
team of people who cleaned the garden.

Treasurers Report: The 2026-2027 Budget was reviewed
with the board and was approved.

Executive Director’s Report: Additional cameras are being
installed outside of the building, and three new intercoms are also
being installed. In addition, as part of the security grant, we are
getting pricing on new glass doors. We have received the variance
that we applied for from USCJ and our dues will not increase
this year.

Old Business: Some upgrades were made to the sound and AV
system and we will continue to monitor it. We have 4 quotes for
the sidewalk repair and hope to do the work over the summer. Con
Ed is helping with the areas damaged by their work.

New Business: There were several motions regarding the High
Holiday Seating. The Board reaffirmed last year’s motion to close
the ballroom. Ticket prices for the Sanctuary, Extension and
Balcony will remain the same. Those people who moved from the
ballroom last year will pay the same price as last year, and those
moving from the ballroom this year will pay what they paid in
2024.

There was a discussion on informing members in regard to
protests and rallies and it was decided that it would be left to the
discretion of the clergy and executive director to decide which
event to notify the congregation about.

We voted to continue our partnership with Forest Hills Jewish
Center Hebrew School.

Sisterhood: All upcoming events will be listed in the July
bulletin.

Men’s Club: The Fishing trip is on June 28, and the barbecue
will be held on September 6.

Youth and Family: The Torah Tour on May 21 was very
successful. On June 14 there was High Tea in conjunction with
Sisterhood and on June 28 the last event of the season was a Laser
Tag outing for the Kesher Group.

Good & Welfare:

Israel Affairs committee will be having a program with IMPACT.
Early Voting is underway.
We will be recognizing our graduates the last Saturday in June.
Collation sponsored by Miriam Feldman.

Susan Diamond, Board Chair

TEA AND SCHMOOZE — AUGUST 21

Hi everyone. We are in the middle of the summer, and at the
end of the Tea and Schmooze series for the summer of 2026.
Please join us on Friday, August 21at 7:30PM beginning with
Shabbat services and concluding directly afterwards with T&S.

I would like to introduce our speaker Lori Eve Tatarsky, who
publishes as Sarai London Tailor. She was born in 1972 in New
York. She is a talented communicator, creative soul, and mental
health activist who loves to help and empower others from her
personal experience. She graduated in journalism and mass
communication, has served in the field of advertising, and has
been a speaker for mental health. Her words combine truth,
vulnerability, and humor. Her purpose is to heal people through
storytelling, faith, and human connection.

Ms. Tatarsky is an author, speaker, podcaster, and mental
health advocate. In 2022, she published “I Dare You to Walk in
My Shoes” because she wanted to share her journey and struggles
with mental health to bring hope, change, and positivity to others.

In 2024, Lori partnered with Mental Health America of
Dutchess County, NY to bring this vision to life. Together, they
are seeking funding through grants and donations to better serve
those in need. Lori is currently a provisional CRPA (Certified
Recovery Peer Advocate) and is presently obtaining her Life
Coaching and Human Flourishing Certificate from Light
University. Lori came up with the vision of the Universe of Self
Awareness, a series of interactive group workshops introducing
innovative therapies for mental health, addiction, and trauma. The
Universe of Self Awareness is a safe haven without walls, where
behind every cloud there is sunshine. Lori’s mission is to share her
unique perspective and experiences to help individuals share their
voices and feel heard. Lori is bringing the vision of the Universe
of Self Awareness to fruition.

In 2025, the book was republished by Frontline Book
Publishing, In recent years, she also became a companion to
people with intellectual disabilities and the elderly. She is all about
living and giving.

Website: hitps://www.loritatarsky.com/

Universe of Self Spiritual Awareness:

https://universeofselfspiritualawareness.org/

Please join this month's Tea and Schmooze. If you would like
to be a sponsor in honor of or in memory of a loved one, please
contact the HJC office. Your sponsorship helps keep this program
alive for next year as well. I am looking for speakers for the
summer of 2027, so please reach out to me
DebbieSolkoff@gmail.com if you would like to present an
interesting story or know of someone with a riveting topic.

Debbie Solkoff, Chairperson for T&S
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SISTERHOOD

Our annual Paid-Up Membership
Luncheon will take place on Monday,
October 19th at 12 noon. A delicious
Italian lunch will be provided, and our
guest speaker will be a member of the
Shomrim Society.

Just a reminder, your membership
dues of $40 and your registration form
must be submitted no later than Friday,
October 9th in order to attend. Make
checks payable to Sisterhood Hillcrest
Jewish Center.

We always welcome anyone who
might be interested in joining a
committee. If you are that person, please
contact Bertha or Nora. New ideas are
always helpful and appreciated.

For the safety of all those entering our
building, Sisterhood has once again
purchased new mats, one for the Roberts
entrance and one for the Moreida entrance.

For anyone with a special event
coming up, think about making a donation
to Sisterhood. We will send a beautiful
acknowledgement card to the recipient
and the cost for the donation is only $18.

Speaking of donations, this month the
following donations were made to
Sisterhood: Ellen Rothstein thanking us
for her get well food package; Susan
Diamond thanking us for her get well food
package; Karen Rothman in honor of the
high school graduation of her grandson
Jacob Rosenstrock and the middle school
graduation of granddaughter Alyssa Rosen-
strock; Adele Rothstein on the engagement
of her grandson Brett Figelman.

Congratulations to Esther and Rafal
Tokarz on the Bar Mitzvah of their son
Brian, and congratulations to Brian’s
grandmother Iris Schachter.

Karen Rothman,
Sisterhood President

MEN’S CLUB’S

25th ANNUAL

GERRY BERG
FISHING EXPEDITION

It wasn’t too hot. It wasn’t too cold. It
wasn’t too sunny and it wasn’t too windy.
It was a perfect day for fishing.

On Sunday, June 28th, thirty-five
Hillcrest members and friends boarded the
Bay Princess Il in Captree State Park. We
set sail on the Great South Bay in search
of fluke, (it’s like flounder), for dinner.
The shipmates were terrific. They gave
assistance wherever and whenever it was
needed. They baited fishing hooks, helped
bring up the fish, removed the hooks from
the caught fish, and filleted the keepers.
The expedition, from 8:00 AM to 12:30
PM passed by quickly as everyone had a
great time.

Sela Zellman had an especially great
time as she won the biggest fish prize for
the third time.

We are looking forward to you joining
us next year on the 26th Annual Gerry
Berg Fishing Expedition sponsored by the
Hillerest Jewish Center Men’s Club.

Steven M. Zellman

MEN'S CLUB

BEN ROSOF

oxip up EMBERSHIP B8O

SUNDAY, SEPT. 6, 2026

FOR MEN'S CLUB MEMBERS AND
THEIR FAMILIES.

{SINGLE WOMEN OF OUR
CONGREGATION ARE WELCOME.
$10 CONTRIBUTIONS ARE APPRECIATED)

Photo by Michelle Kapla
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Past President Ted Weisz (z”)

Submitted by his son, Jonathan Weisz

My dad loved this country. He was a
proud immigrant, a proud Jew, and a
proud American. He believed in the vision
of a country of laws, not men. A land of
freedom and opportunity. The American
Dream. He didn't just believe it. He lived it.

He always did the barbecuing. And
somewhere between the burgers and the
fireworks, you could usually count on
hearing the story. My dad liked to say that
he landed in this country with one dollar
in his pocket. He told it over the Fourth of
July, he told it at Shabbos dinner, looking
around the table at his family, at his nice
house, or just in satisfaction at whatever
crazy complicated dessert my mother had
made us this time.

Most of you probably know him
through his role as president of Hillcrest
Jewish Center, or as we called it, the shul.
Standing in the cemetery at his burial, I
couldn't help but be reminded of how he
found himself there. My dad wasn't the
kind of person you'd expect to end up as
president. Like Moses, he had a bit of a
lisp. He listened more than he spoke. He
rarely put himself forward. But he was a
man who stepped up. It started with the
synagogue's burial plots. They were filled
with Holocaust survivors who had
suffered such horrors and then immigrated
and built the community that supported
him. He felt they were due more care, so
he joined the cemetery committee —
possibly the most thankless job in the shul.
In Judaism, caring for someone's final
resting place is considered among the
greatest kindness, because it is the one
kindness that can never be returned. But
there are plenty of other thankless jobs,
and Dad took on one after another until
somehow he was running the whole thing.

That was my Dad. Kind when nobody
would even notice. A man of character
who did not shy away when his
community called. It was this community
that supported his family, helping them
get their feet under them in America, and
that, years later, reintroduced him to my
mother, who he had first known in middle
school in Romania but lost touch with in
the chaos of fleeing the communist regime.

He only ever gave one big speech that
I saw. It was when he finished his tenure
as shul president. He talked about losing
his own father, and how when he had hard
choices to make, he would take a walk and
talk to his father's spirit in his own mind.
That he could still hear his father's voice.
I know that when he gave that speech, he
was thinking about what he had made of

his life, and whether he had made his
father proud. From studying while
working at the bodega where he sold egg
creams and newspapers alongside his
parents and extended family, to learning
English in a few short years, going to
college and getting a solid electrical
engineering job, then going to night
school to earn a law degree with two small
children at home.

He said he loved contributing to the
process of invention and human
knowledge through the law. He loved the
creativity of it. The fairness. We all build
this society. One diagram, one claim, one
piece of knowledge shared. Together.
That was my Dad. A man with an
infectious love of learning. A curiosity
and a love for science and technology and
where it could take us.His love of
technology filled our house with science
fiction books and gizmos, and taught his
children that a love of learning could make
a life fulfilling wherever it took you. He
supported us on our own journeys, basked
in our successes, and took such joy in his
grandchildren. He would play with them
with his own childlike glee.

When I graduated college, my father
took us back to the small village our
family came from. A kind of victory lap.
As if to say: “We started here, and I built
a great life in the best city in the world.
And now, look at you both.” That was my
Dad. Full of pride in his history,
dedication to his family, and a deep well
of love that nourished us all. All that.
From just a dollar in his pocket. Of course,
what my father had with him when he
landed was more than that dollar.

What he had was character. What he
had was family. What he had was
community. What he had was a love of
learning for learning's sake. And even
more than that, what he had was what that
dollar represented: Hope. My dad always
put in the effort. Stepped forward.
Believing he could make a difference,
make a connection, make a contribution.

Thank you to everyone who has
reached out, and to everyone who was part
of his life.

SYNAGOGUE OFFERINGS

Reminder
There is a $25 minimum donation required
for the listing to be printed in the Bulletin

(one name per yahrzeit listing).

General Fund:

Kathy & Gerry Lewis wish Mazal Tov
to Rabbi & Silvia Kogan on the ordina-
tion of their son Ilan as a Rabbi.

Ellen Rothstein thanks Rabbi Kogan,
Cantor Black and the Hillcrest
membership for their thoughts, prayers
and well wishes for her speedy recovery
and return to Hillcrest pickleball.

Dorothy & Larry Schonfeld congratu-
late Ilan Kogan on his ordination as a
Rabbi and wish him Mazal Tov and
success in his new position.

Dorothy & Larry Schonfeld congratu-
late Rabbi & Silvia Kogan upon Ilan’s
ordination.

Sela & Steve Zellman wish Susan &
Paul Diamond a complete recovery from
their recent surgeries.

Susan Diamond thanks the wonderful
Friendship committee team for a job well
done in making the kiddushim in her
absence.

Susan & Paul Diamond thank Cantor
Rachel & Eric for the phone calls, visits
and dessert following their recent surgeries.

Susan & Paul Diamond thank the
officers and trustees for all the phone calls
and Shabbat dinner following Paul’s
recent surgery.

Natalie Nussbaum thanks Rabbi
Kogan for his ongoing Zoom classes,
engaging both our minds and discussions.

Natalie Nussbaum thanks Aviva for
leading the Hebrew class and the group
that meets in her living room.

Natalie Nussbaum thanks the fabulous
weekly Mah Jong ladies, Bonnie Yasoboof,
Deborah Arluck, Phyllis Laine & Sheila
Chustek who have missed only one
Tuesday in over five years.

Abby Belson in honor of the birth of
Eva & Lenny Zimmerman’s new grand-
son Nathaniel Alexander.

Elaine Steinberg in honor of the Bar
Mitzvah of Brian Tokarz, beloved
grandson of Iris Schachter and beloved
son of Esther & Rafal Tokarz.

Denise & Stuart Birbach for the Aliyah
given on Shavuot.

Iris Schachter wishes Mazal Tov to
Brian Tokarz on his Bar Mitzvah, and to
his parents, Esther & Rafal.

Susan Straus wishes Mazal Tov to the
Tokarz family and Iris Schachter in honor
of Brian’s Bar Mitzvah.

Aviva & Jimmy Peress in memory of
Catalina Nicenboim, beloved sister of Lili
Nicenboim.

Aviva & Jimmy Peress in memory of
beloved aunt Bertha Muller.

Abby Belson for yahrzeit of husband
Joel Jay Belson.

Nicole Goluboff for yahrzeit of father
Joel Jay Belson.

Elaine Steinberg for yahrzeit of
grandmother Jennie Kornick.
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Monte Schwartz for yahrzeit of father-
in-law Sidney Schultz.

Monte Schwartz for yahrzeit of
brother George Schwartz.

Monte Schwartz for yahrzeit of father
Samuel Schwartz.

Shirley Goldfeder for yahrzeit of
friend Gloria Gams, niece Sheryl
Goldfeder and sister Eloise Weissman.

Myra Feder for yahrzeit of father Max
Anderman.

Arlene Goodman for yahrzeit of
mother Rhoda Harnick.

Arlene Goodman for yahrzeit of father
Leon Harnick.

Merle Askenas-Kaplan for yahrzeit of
mother-in-law Tillie Askenas.

Janet Cohen for yahrzeit of father
Newton Hirsh.

Janet Cohen for yahrzeit of sister
Helene Dyzenhaus.

Susan Hamburger for yahrzeit of
beloved grandfather Max Goldman,

Susan & Cliff Hamburger for yahrzeit
of beloved brother-in-law Daniel Plotkin.

Nancy Rifkin in loving memory of
father Leonard Feinroth, upon his yahrzeit.

Rabbi Manes Kogan for yahrzeit of
great-grandfathers Yitzchak Itzcovich and
Jaime Vaisman.

Rabbi Manes Kogan for yahrzeit of
great-grandparents Maria Nillivenka de
Savransky and Bernardo Savransky.

Juana Meythaler Santos for yahrzeit of
beloved abuelita Eucebia (Gloria)
Escandon.

Priscilla Nathanson for yahrzeit of
beloved father-in-law Louis Nathanson.

Gail Keren for yahrzeit of beloved
maternal grandmother Pearl Rothman.

Reesa Ackerman for yahrzeit of
grandfather Joseph Barron.

Ressa Ackerman for yahrzeit of
grandmother Ida Barron.

Ressa Ackerman for yahrzeit of father
Irving Barron.

Steffi Weiss for yahrzeit of father
Murray Weiner.

Bonita Ganot for yahrzeit of father
Murray Estrin.

Frederic Greene for yahrzeit of mother
June Greene.

Frederic Greene for yahrzeit of grand-
mother Rose Greene.

Meryl Alpert for yahrzeit of husband
Louis Alpert.

Cliff Koblentz for yahrzeit of father
Sidney Koblentz.

Edith Jammow for yahrzeit of father
Irving Jamow.

Joel Berkowitz for yahrzeit of aunt
Evelyn Martin.

Joel Berkowitz for yahrzeit of uncle
Sam Berkowitz.

Alison & David Rice in memory of
their dear friend of 50 years, Manny
Kantro, husband of Carol Kantro.

Alison & David Rice in memory of Sol
Karsch, husband of Marcia Karsch.

Beth Ritter for yahrzeit of uncle Lewis
Cassell.

Inez Levy for yahrzeit of mother Hana
Kohn.

Fredda Chodrow-Goldberg for yahr-
zeit of mother Sarah Chodrow.

Shelly Spiegel for yahrzeit of mother
Rhoda Horn.

Shelly Spiegel for yahrzeit of father
Louis Horn.

Monte Schwartz sends condolences to
Aggie Weisz and family on the passing of
Ted, a great guy.

Rita Plush for yahrzeit of mother
Molly Weingarten.

Rita Plush for yahrzeit of father Max
Weingarten.

Natalie Nussbaum in memory of
beloved father Leon Lewis 2”1, forever in
her heart and mind.

Joan Hausmann for yahrzeit of mother
Lillian Raphael.

Joan Hausmann in memory of
Hillcrest Past President Ted Weisz.

Alan Frank for yahrzeit of mother
Edith Frank.

Stephen Liebman for yahrzeit of
brother Mark Liebman.

Iris Schachter for yahrzeit of mother
Eva Krichefsky.

Laurie Kranz in memory of Norton
Spiel.

Judith & Marty Guttman in memory of
Ted Weisz who was brilliant, modest and
kind — a menschadich gentleman who will
be missed.

Mark Solkoff for yahrzeit of uncle
Edward Emanuel Solkoff.

Iris Schachter in memory of Ted
Weisz, husband of Aggie.

Jane Fuerst Marco and family send
deepest sympathy to Aggie Weisz, Jon
and Gabe on the passing of their beloved
husband and father Ted Weisz.

Sela & Steve Zellman mourn the
passing of past president Ted Weisz, a
good friend, and send condolences to
Aggie and the family.

Jared Rifkin for yahrzeit of his beloved
mother Esther Rifkin.

Jared Rifkin for yahrzeit of beloved
brother Walter Rifkin.

Raina & Jamey Kohn in memory of
Ted Weisz.

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund:

The Schweitzer family sends deepest
condolences to Aggie Weisz on the loss of
her beloved husband, and HJC’s Past
President, Ted Weisz.

Aviva & Jimmy Peress in honor of
Rabbi Kogan.

Aviva & Jimmy Peress in honor of
Ilan’s ordination, and Mazal Tov to Ilan
and the Kogan family.

Priscilla Nathanson, Kol haKavod for
the marriage of the Rabbi’s children, and
that he is a Police Rabbi.

Alison Rice thanks Rabbi Kogan for
his eye-opening class this spring, Insights
into the Bible.

Sheila Chustek sends a Mazal Tov to
Silvia & Rabbi Kogan on their son Ilan’s
rabbinical ordination.

Sheila Chustek congratulates Adele
Rothstein on the engagement of grandson
Bret Figelman to Sydney Rachlin.

Sheila Chustek congratulates Joan
Hausmann on the marriage of her grand-
daughter Sarah Hausmann to Jonah
Rabinowitz.

Denise Pintus with appreciation to
Melissa and Rabbi Kogan for enabling her
to learn about his meeting the Pope.

Flo & Lou Siegel in honor of Rabbi
Kogan becoming a NYPD Chaplain and in
honor of Ilan Kogan becoming a Rabbi.

Susan & Paul Diamond thank Rabbi
Kogan and Silvia for the phone calls, visits
and dessert following their recent surgeries.

Janet Kenler Seligman for yahrzeit of
mother Hannah Kenler.

Edith & Aaron Goldberg Fund for
Youth and College Activities:

Adele Rothstein for yahrzeit of
grandmother Anna Adler.

Mowshowitz Library Fund:
Roberta Sufrin for yahrzeit of father-
in-law Oscar Suftin.

Hillcrest Scholarship Fund:

Aviva & Jimmy Peress send a Mazal
Tov to Ben Heinflink on his graduating
from High School.

Aviva & Jimmy Peress wish a Mazal
Tov to Abby Heinflink on her graduating
from Middle School.

Prayer Book Fund: ’

Susan & Paul Diamond wish Mazal
Tov to Rabbi & Silvia Kogan on Ilan’s
ordination — the Dunwoody minyan is
lucky to have him.

Aviva & Jimmy Peress wish a Mazal
Tov to Gabi Solomon and her family on
her Bat Mitzvah.

Roberta Sufrin and family congratu-
late and wish Mazal Tov to Brian Tokarz
on his Bar Mitzvah.

Roberta Sufrin for yahrzeit of father-
in-law Oscar Suftrin.

Askenas Audio Visual Fund:
Merle Askenas-Kaplan for yahrzeit of
mother-in-law Tillie Askenas.




