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ool s S SHABBAT AND HOLIDAY SERVICES
quick, like the C%nldreny ‘of Israel Thursday, July 2 — Fast of the 17th of Tammuz
preparing for the Exodus and not having Fast beg_lns 3.:33 A.M. and N nds 9:04 P.M. .00 AM
e e el Do B, o Fare Shacharit (with Torah reading) Exodus 32:11-14, 34:1-10... & 1t M.
rather lenethy. like wandering the desert Mincha (with Torah and Haftarah reading) and Maar1v ... .00 P.M.
iy yea%g el o e Exodus 32:11-14, 34:1-10  Haftarah: Isaiah 55:6-56:8
last a lifetime and the journey is neve; Friday, July 3 — Office closed in observance of Independence Day
g ‘b i Morning Minyan .. e 8330 A M.
quite over. Most often, Jewish joumeys g viny 7 :
are journeys of conscience like that of I(\:/Im((;ha/Kaltibalat Shabbat/Maariv... ;(1)(3) g ﬁ
Pinchas who we will read about this year andle ng tlng Veed T S T S e Ot VL.
on the first Shabbat of July. This opens up Saturday, July 4 — Pin’ chas —Independence Day .................................. 9:00 A M.
the question of whether our journey was Torah Readmg Numbers 25:10-30:1 Haftarah: Jeremiah 1:1-23
worth it, justifiable, selfish, or extreme. Mincha... s 1149 PML
As a theatre teacher for 35+ years, I Shiur/Seudah Shiishit .. e 8115 PML
have a]WayS taught my students that the Maariv .. AT E SR SRR Sah S AR NR RSB S KR EPEN RS SRR S R BN s FE R B SRR AR 900 P.M.
journey is often more important than the Shabbat ends.. o - 9:220P.M.
destination. Yes, the performance is Friday, July 10
invigorating, however, it's dur]ng the Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat/Maariv..........ceeeeuuenieieeeiiimiiciesesmmsisnssmieee 7:00 P.M.
rehearsal process that we learn, change, Candle Lighting.... e 8:10P.M.
and grow the most. This is true of my Saturday, July 11 — Matot/Massel Blrkot HaChodesh . 9:00 A M.

Jewish journey. 1 grew up in a typical
"Conserva-dox" congregation in Kew
Gardens. We had Hebrew school 3 days a
week and were expected to attend junior
congregation on Shabbat. My Jewish
journey took a turn when in 4th grade I
was confronted with virulent antisemitism
in my elementary school. This encouraged
me to get the most out of my Hebrew
School education since I could be myself
in shul. So, I atypically loved Hebrew
School and tried to absorb as much as I
could. In shul, my parents sat towards the
back of the sanctuary while I sat myself
up front participating in as much as
possible and eventually leading parts of
the Kabbalat Shabbat Service on Friday
night and the Torah and Musaf Services
on Saturday morning. I often responded
to the question "what's it like to be the
Cantor's son" with, "I wouldn't know, my
Dad works in retail!"

My Jewish journey continued on
different roads when in college I
discovered that people besides White
Anglo Saxon Protestant males have a
history, even Jews! My passion led me to
become a Judaic Studies major which

continued on page 5

Torah Reading: Numbers 30:2-36:13, Numbers 28 9 15
Haftarah: Jeremiah 2: 4-28 34
We welcome the new month Av — Rosh Chodesh is Wednesday, July 15
Bar Mitzvah: Brian Tokarz, son of Esther and Rafal Tokarz

Mincha... e 1:45P.M.

Shlur/T hn'd Meal e 815PM.

Shabbat ends SR s 9117 PML
Friday, Julyl17 - Tea and Schmooze

Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat/Maariv..........cccceerevmirrniieeeencieieeenieeeennneas 7:30 P.M.

Candle Lighting.... SRR 8:07 PM
Saturday, July 18 - Devarlm Shabbat Chazon - . 9:00 AM.

Torah Readlng Deuteronomyl 1-3:22 Haftarah Isalz.i-n"lml“27

Mincha... wee 1145 PM.

Sh1ur/Th1rd Meal e 8:15PM.

Shabbat ends _— v 9112 P ML
Wednesday, July 22 Tlsha B Av Serv1ces - Fast begms at 8 21 PM

Maariv, Reading of Eicha (Lamentations)... s 9:00 P.M.
Thursday, July 23

Shacharit (without tallit and tefillin)..........ccccoeeveeciiieeiienecieeeceee e, 7:00 A M.

Torah Reading: Deuteronomy 4:25-40 Haftarah: Jeremiah 8:13-9:23
Tishah B’Av Shiur with Rabbi Kogan

As a Result of a Rooster and a Hen, Tur Malka Was Destroyed............ 6:00 P.M.

Mincha (with tallit and tefillin) ........ccceceeviieeiieiinrieeceeeee e 7:30 P.M.
Exodus: 32:11-14, 34:1-10  Haftarah: Isaiah: 55:6-56:8

Maariv .. NN SO S R TR . 830P.M.

Fast ends 8:52 P.M.

schedule continues on page 3
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CENTER FAMILY

Congratulations to:

Adele Rothstein on the engagement of

her grandson Brett Figelman to Sydney
Rachlin.

Sharon & Louis Taxin on the
marriage of their daughter Emily to
Brandon Levokove.

Joan Hausmann on the marriage of her
granddaughter Sarah Hausmann to Jonah
Rabinowitz.

Condolences to:

Lili Nicenboim on the passing of her
sister Catalina Nicenboim.

May the family be comforted among
the moumers of Zion and Jerusalem.

July Milestone Anniversary:
Eva & Leslie Sanders (70 years)

MAZAL TOV

RABBI ILAN KOGAN
JUNE 11, 2026

From Rabbi Kogan
Dear Friends of Hillcrest Jewish Center,

Last week Silvia shared with me a short article she was writing as an assignment for an
educators’ conference she was planning to attend. After reading her piece, I thought that
the same idea could apply to our congregation or to any community of members with a
shared mission or interest. We all want to believe that we matter, that our existence has
meaning, that we count, that we are more than a speck of dust floating adrift.

I like to see our shul as a place where our members count, where we can make
meaningful connections and live lives that matter. We are not there yet, but we can work
all together towards that lofty goal.

With Silvia’s permission, I am sharing her piece with you. I hope you will find it
meaningful, as I did. Many blessings, Rabbi Manes Kogan

He [God] determines the number of stars and calls them each by name (Psalms 147:4).

This verse in the book of Psalms teaches that God “determines the number of the stars
and calls them each by name.” Although there are countless stars in the universe, God
knows every single one individually.

A midrash by Eben Ezra adds that some stars are so distant that their light never reaches
Earth, yet they are still known and counted by God. Also, looking at the night sky, we are
reminded that appearances can be deceiving, as sometimes we can see brightness in the
sky that looks like a single star in the night, but they are, in reality, clusters made up of
many stars.

By the end of each school year, I ask my staff to write end-of-year report cards. I try
very hard to get to know, at least by name, each child in my school, but of course, I always
miss some. Last week as [ was reviewing the students’ report cards, I was reminded of
this verse.

It made me feel a sense of accomplishment as I was reading the report cards, and I was
able to recognize these children. I was even able to suggest to the teacher adding a sentence
or two of things that I had noted. As teachers, this gives us a chance to review each child
individually, recognizing their own separate light, their strengths, and their challenges.
Even quiet children, whose accomplishments may not always be visible, are seen and
appreciated.

Likewise, a student is much more than what we see on the surface. Behind each child
is a unique combination of talents, interests, friendships, efforts, and experiences. Just as
the psalmist mentions that God looks beyond the brightness of a star to know its true nature,
educators should strive to look beyond grades and behavior to understand and nurture the
whole child.

At the end of the year, reviewing report cards is not only about measuring achievement,
but also about recognizing the unique light each student brings to our school community,
to our own school universe.

Like the stars in the sky, every child matters, every child has a place, and every child
is known.

Like the psalmist suggests, knowing that God knows the stars so intimately offers
comfort that someone cares for us in every aspect of our lives and each one is
accounted for. Silvia Surazski Kogan

Hillcrest Jewish Center Religious School Partnership
with Forest Hills Jewish Center
Registration is open for the 2026-2027 religious school classes from Haken (Pre-K),
Gan (K), Grades Aleph through Chet (Grades 1-8) and Hebrew High School. All classes
begin in September. Please contact Executive Director Nadine Kochavi for HIC
member enrollment.

PAY IT FORWARD
Hillcrest’s daily minyan was there for many of us when
WE had to say Kaddish.

Now, it needs your help so OTHERS can say Kaddish.
Please commit to at least one morning or evening minyan per week.
It would help all of us!

Email Ischachter@gmail.com to tell us which weekly minyan you can attend
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FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

A Summer Pause Before the New Year

Many people expect a synagogue to be
quieter during the summer months as
members go on vacation and take time for
extra rest and relaxation. Yet we also
know that as one holiday season ends,
another seems to be right around the
corner! As the saying goes, the High
Holidays are never early or late—they
arrive right on time.

Before we begin the cycle again, the
summer months provide an opportunity to
reflect on the year that has passed. What
has worked well? What can be improved?
What do we hope for in the years ahead,
and how might we work together to
achieve our mutual goals for a vibrant and
thriving congregation? These are some of
the questions we have been asking
ourselves as lay leaders, staff, and clergy
partners over the past year. We look
forward to engaging the congregation in
these conversations in the year ahead.

During the summer months, we will
also take time to spruce up the synagogue.
We are fortunate to have a wonderful
maintenance team, some of whom have
worked here for more than 25 years. Not
only do they keep our historic building
running smoothly, but they do so with the
same dedication and care they would give
to their own homes. This summer, among
several projects, they will be replacing the
worn carpet in the main office, painting
portions of the school building, repairing
stairs and entrance ways, and completing
other maintenance projects both here and
at the clergy residences.

Hillcrest Jewish Center remains a
community where care is practiced in
countless small and meaningful ways. On
behalf of our office staff, maintenance
team, clergy, and me, I want to express our
gratitude and share a few moments that
reflect the generosity, dedication, and
compassion that flow through this
community every day.

* Susan Diamond, who brought the
staff a delicious homemade cheesecake
just before Shavuot so we could enjoy a
taste of the holiday as well.

* Edna Greene and Suzy Heinflink for
their unwavering support throughout the
year.

* Florence and Robert Gropper for
replenishing the coffee for our Keurig
machine and helping keep us caffeinated
and energized throughout the workday.

* Ron Moskowitz, Beth Ritter and
fellow performers at the Coffee House, for
their acts of appreciation following the
show.

* Jeffrey Rosenberg for his ongoing IT support, and to him and fellow gardeners who
are helping our flowers flourish and beautify our "secret garden”.

¢ Iris Schachter for her wonderful soup delivery service, keeping us nourished and
sustained during the winter months.

* Sisterhood for replacing the mats at the Roberts and Morieda exit doors, helping create
a warm and welcoming feeling for all who enter our sacred space.

* Sela and Steve Zellman, for treating the office and maintenance staff to a wonderful
pizza and dessert party.

I would also like to express my gratitude to Rabbi Kogan, Cantor Rachel, the office
and maintenance staff, Helene Jacob, and the Board of Trustees for their support,
partnership, and dedication throughout the year. Their collective efforts help ensure the
vitality, strength, and spirit of Hillcrest Jewish Center.

Soon you will receive your High Holiday package for 2026. We encourage you to
review the materials and contact us with any questions. At any time, please do not hesitate
to reach out if you have any comments, concerns, or ideas. I am always happy to connect
in person, by email, or by phone.

Wishing you a summer filled with rest, relaxation, and plenty of fun in the sun. We
look forward to seeing you throughout the season and welcoming everyone back for
another meaningful year together. Nadine Kochavi, Executive Director

SHABBAT AND HOLIDAY SERVICES

Friday, July 24
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat/Maariv............eeceveeeeeeeeeeeeesesreersreerssonons 7:00 P.M.
Candle Lighting........c.ccovvueuiininnieieeeieteceecc e ee e 8:01 P.M.

Saturday, July 25 — Va’etchanan — Shabbat Nachamu......................... 9:00 A.M.
Torah Reading; Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11  Haftarah: [saiah 40:1-26

MINCha........oii et 7:30 P.M.
Shiur/Third Meal .......cccooevmimiieiireeeeeeeee e 8:00 P.M,
MAATTV....oiiiitien ettt e e et 8:45P.M
Shabbat €nds ...........ccoceivmririrriiieeeceeeeeere et 9:05P.M
Friday, July 31
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat/Maariv ............cuceeueueuereveeeeenvesssesesssssmsssss 6:30 P.M.
Candle Lighting. uussisssiicisimsmimsmssssenssenyssmanprsnsssascsmearnsmssonensossrans 7:54 P.M.
Saturday, August 1 —EKeV..........ccoeuruiiomiiieiriieeeeieeessseesessseeesessseeses 9:00 AM.
Torah Reading: Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25 Haftarah: Isaiah 49:14-51:3
MINChA it siiesaiismaisiomemismmpnesnessesrpotsenssmets Rarmessis s oasmsensontecsassasia 7:30 P.M.
Shiur/Third Meal ........cceueeeieinrerireiieeeeeeeeee e 8:00 P.M
MaATiVissamsmisiusiimisisisisssisto s s i s s eea s Ehvenesenssmsasmesamesmseens 8:45P.M
Shabbat ends ..........ccooveeeiimenieeeeeee e, 8:57 P.M

REPORT FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MAY MEETING

The meeting opened with a short D’var Torah from Rabbi Kogan about supporting
each other in times of hatred. .

Executive Committee Report: The calendar for the coming year was distributed so
that everyone will have advance notice of our meetings. The meetings are normally held
on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.

Treasurer’s Report: We received a summary of our accounts and at this point we are
spending less than last year. »

Executive Director’s Report: There are outstanding balances for dues and the security
assessment and we will continue to follow up and send statements. While Con Edison was
in our building for a community event, they checked all our meters. Work on the Haddon
Street house is practically complete, with most of the work being done by our maintenance
staff, saving us a considerable amount of money. The Cantor’s renter’s insurance helped
defray some of the cost. We continue to look into the temperature fluctuation in the
sanctuary and hope to have the matter resolved soon. We will try to apply for another
security grant and are still waiting for the city to sign off on the grant that we have already
received.

Old Business: The house committee is continuing to Iook into the sidewalk repair, and
we hope to do the work during the summer while school is out. There is nothing new to

continued on page 5
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Atideinu - Our Future
($25,000 or more)
Edgar Schwartz

Bonim - Builders
($15,000-$24,999)
Cheryl & Richard Meyer

Manhigim - Leaders

($10,000-$14,999)
Alice 2" & Paul Gershon
Sisterhood Hillcrest JC
Ruth & Ellictt Joseph
Norton Spiel z'/

Shomrim - Guardians
($5,000-$9,999)

Sylvia Blaustein

Mimi & Afan Frank

Joan Hausmann

Harold Moskowitz

Dorothy & Larry Schonfeld

Roberta & Leslie z"/ Sufrin

Michael Zuckerman, Robert
Zuckerman & Brenda Superfine

Amudim - Pillars
($2,500-$4,999)

Jane Bobrow

Melvyn Goldman

Helene & Howard Jacob

Merle Askenas Kaplan &
Bernard Kaplan

Silvia & Rabbi Manes Kogan

Aviva & Jimmy Peress

Nancy & Jared Rifkin

Susan & Ralph Straus

Gvirim - Benefactors
(1,000-$2,499)
Dee & Michael Brofman
RoseAnn & Gary Darche
Susan & Paul Diamond
Miriam Feldman
Barbara Finger &
Sheldon Landesman
Edna H. Greene
Judith & Martin Guttman
Linda & Leonard Jaffe
Carol & Emanuel z' Kantro
Elaine Soffer & Richard Kass
Shoshana Kaufmann
Raina & Jamey Kohn
Janet & Lawrence Kramer
Inez Levy
Kathryn & Gerald Lewis
Men’s Club Hillcrest JC
Sherry & Alan Reisner
Barbara & Martin Resnick
Ruth & Steven Rosenhaus
Judith Ross
Sheila Rubin
Hariette Wittenberg Saturn &
Simeon Saturn
Iris Schachter
Monte Schwartz

KOL NIDRE HONOR ROLL 2025

Laurie & Bernard Spear
Elaine Steinberg

Dee Walker

Eva & Leonard Zimmerman
Helene & Norman Zipkin

Mahazikim - Strengtheners
($500-$999)

Susan Beberfall

Lana Berke

Joel Berkowitz

Janet & David Cohen

Mimi & Edmond Coller

Andria Grundman-Cooper &
Scott Cooper

Rhoda Eliner

Avia Eyllon Fodor

Lesley Fuchs

Abby Goldstein

Carol & Jay Greenberg

Susan & Clifford Hamburger

Suzie & Marcos Heinflink

Rina & Scott Kagel

Harriet & Seymour Kaplan

Jerry Kirschbaum

Stanley Klein 2"/

Eleonora & Dmitriy Kogan

Norman Mickenberg

Jeanne Millman & Joel Einhorn

Smadar & Rony Rinat

Phyllis Rosenthal

Adele Rothstein

Roxanne & Arthur Solarsh

Michelle Sufrin & Richard
Solomon

Sharon & Louis Taxin

Sela & Steven Zellman

Nadvanim - Donors
($250-3499)

Deborah & Gregory Arluck

Elizabeth & Steven Bacharach

Yvette Bercovitz

Cantor Rachel Black &
Eric Moore

Sheila Chustek

Paul Cohen & Louise
Derzansky Cohen

Shirley Domber 2’/

llana Slaff Galatan &
Albert Galatan

Shirley Goldfeder

Florence & Robert Gropper

Phyllis & Carl Gruber

Marianne Halpern

Lisa and Ellen Hochstein

Gwen Jones-Cintron &
Christopher Cintron

Lilah & Marc Katz

Gail & Zvi Keren

Nina Kohn

Janet z"/ & Stephen Liebman

Cindy & Bruce Lish

Karen & Judah Maltz

Rochelle & Herbert Mandell

Natalie Nussbaum

Heidi & Matthew Resnick

Jeffrey Rosenberg

Harriet Rosengarten

Ginger James Schulman &
Jonathan Schulman

Susan Schwartz & Howard
Muchnick

Ellen & Arnie Schweitzer

Dikla & Monte Shulkes

Debbie & Mark Solkoff

Bertha Strauss

Leland Vall

Agneta & Tiberiu Weisz

Susan & Philip Zigman

Carol & David Zolondek

Tomkhim - Supporters
($100-$249)

Jacky Almog Mizrahi

Abby Belson

Nadia Bravo & Noah Angeles

Rami Carmeli

Gloria & Moises Ciabotaru

Shara & Jonathan Cohen

Regina Damon

llene Dunay

Erika & Alexander Fedor

Janice & Lawrence Feinstein

Susan & Nicholas Feuerstein

Phyllis Orlikoff Flug & Arthur Flug

Gina Friedlander & Alan Bloom

Sandra & Paul Friedman

Donna & Jacob Glickman

Steven Gorochow

Batyah Gottschalk

Andrea Gruber

Brian Gruber

Shari Gruber

Janet & Frank Hammelbacher

Marion & Martin Herman

Monica De Castro Hernandez &
Yoel Hernandez

Tamar Hirsch

Dorana Jurkevich

Michelle Kaplan

Anita Kent

Jeannette Kent

Elizabeth Kogan

Lillian & Joseph Krochak

Barbara & Mark Lefkof

Theodore Lehmann & Anna
Rottersman

Michele & Ira Lilien

Marcella Miron

Linda & Richard Morris

Lisa Pollard

Joan Ray

Karen Rothman

Svetlana & Boris Rozenberg

Emily & Aram Schlosberg

Tina Schnall

Lorraine Schwartz
Michael Silver
Adrienne & Brian Star
Zane Tenenbaum
Esther & Rafal Tokarz
Dana Troetel

Daniel Tyroler

Susan Varga

Pazit & Michael Weiner

Chaverim - Friends
($1-$99)

Raochelle Apfelroth

Bobette & Sheldon Beinhacker

Bobbi Benson

Cynthia Blueweiss

Alan Bomser

Helene & Norman Brander

Howard Brodsky

Imelda & Gabriel Cohen

Robin Denenberg-Cohen &
Lewis Cohen

Jean Damashek

Beth Dinkin & Carl Schrag

Susan Duze

Dina & Itzhak Freund

Doris Fried

Iris & Daniel Gerofsky

Fredda Chodrow-Goldberg

Nicole & Erik Goluboff

Frederic Greene

Lucia & Eugene Gurr

Renita Horowitz

Anne Hosansky

Edith Jarnow

Luba & Sol Kahan

Marva Kalish

Betty Kaplan

Karen Kaplan

Raobert Kayne & Barbara
Reiss-Kayne

William Klein

Daniela Kogan

Harriet & Steven Kroll

Joy & Sheldon Leffler

Oshria Levin

Jason Margolis & Dina
Wald-Margolis

Beverly & Ronald Moskowitz

Lili Nicenboim & Hugo Beibe

Denise Pintus

Beth Ritter

Julie Rosen

Ellen Rothstein

Eva & Leslie Sanders

Nitza & Jacob Schraeter

Larry Schwartz

Judith & Randy Stein

{ris Topel

Ifyour name has been omitted

or if it appears in the wrong

category, please contact the

HJC office promptly.
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SISTERHOOD

Sisterhood has had requests from
several members of our congregation to
have some of our programs on days other
than Mondays.

We are listening. 1 am listing all the
dates for the 2026-2027 season. We hope
to see those who requested a change in
attendance.

Monday, October 19 — Paid Up Members
Luncheon, 12 noon
Sunday, November 22 — Musical Bingo

(with Men’s Club), 1:30-3:30 pm

Sunday, January 10, 2027 — Lunch/Movie,
11:30 am

Sunday, May 2, 2027- Libby Mowshowitz
Breakfast/Lecture, 10:00 am

You should have received our
Membership mailing already. If not, you
can pick up the flyer in the Center office.
We hope you will rejoin, or join for the
first time if you are a new member of
Hillcrest.

Congratulations to Adele Rothstein on
the engagement of her grandson Brett
Figelman.

Congratulations to Joan Hausmann on
the marriage of her granddaughter Sarah
to Jonah Rabinowitz.

Donations were made to Sisterhood
from Aviva Peress and Mark Rothstein.

Have a wonderful summer.

Karen Rothman
Sisterhood President

MEN'S CLUB

BEN ROSOF

paip up MEMBERSHIP BBQ

SUNDAY, SEPT. 6, 2026

/= RAIN OR SHINE
4:00 p.m. &=
P e
FOR MEN'S CLUB MEMBERS AND
THEIR FAMILIES.

(SINGLE WOMEN OF OUR
CONGREGATION ARE WELCOME.
$10 CONTRIBUTIONS ARE APPRECIATED)

We hope the weather will be good for our
25th Annual Family Fishing Expedition
aboard The Bay Princess on June 28th,
leaving Captree State Park at 8:00 AM. If
you have any questions about the fishing
trip, please contact Steve Zellman at (917)
916-7032.

ENHANCING

HILLCREST’S GROUNDS

We are grateful to Michelle Sufiin and
Douglas Sufrin for filling the outdoor
planters in front of our synagogue with
beautiful flowers. We thank you for your
gift in memory of your father, Leslie Sufiin.

We are grateful to Jeffrey Rosenberg,
Aviva Peress, Susan Beberfall, Kathy
Lewis, Susan Varga and Doris Gershovsky
for their time, skill and labor in clearing,
weeding, and improving the appearance of
the meditation garden and for trimming the
front hedges. Helene Jacob, President

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

continued from page 3
report on the sale of the building,
negotiations are ongoing. Since several of
our loca] leaders are being challenged in
the upcoming primary it was suggested
that we hold a candidate’s night. The
motion was defeated.

New Business: We are planning on
distributing a contact list to the officers
and the board of trustees. If you do not
want any of your information included,
please let Mark Solkoff know.

Sisterhood Report: There will be a
musical bingo event on Nov 22 in
conjunction with Men’s Club.

Men’s Club: The Coffee House after-
noon was very successful. There are two
upcoming events, Men’s Club Shabbat on
June 13 and the Fishing trip on June 28

Youth and Family: The HIC Youth
Ensemble performed at the Cantor’s
installation. Teen Kesher had a
meaningful evening with IDF activist Sam
Fried. Avery Schrag was recognized for
his leadership. There were two end-of-
year events, a family Shabbat dinner and a
Hockey game. Upcoming events are the
Torah Tour on Shavout and LaserTag for
Kesher on June 28.

Religious School: There was a
presentation and graduation for our
students. We continue our partnership
with Forest Hills and registration is open
for the coming year

Technology Update: The Wi-Fi has
been replaced and you no longer need a
password to log on because it is
completely separate from the office Wi-Fi.

Good and Welfare: Congratulations
to Avery Schrag and Elizabeth Kogan on
their respective graduations from high
school and college. Susan Diamond is
having hip surgery.

Susan Diamond,
Board Chair

VICE PRESIDENT

continued from page 1
included a semester at Haifa University
where I met a Califomian exchange
student named Debbie.

I continued my exploration of Judaism
with a master's degree in American Jewish
History and realized that my Jewish
education journey would be continual and
experiential.

As Chabad promotes the concept of
making Judaism accessible to all, over the
years, I have explored many facets of our
religion including Kabbala, Talmud,
Hebrew immersion, Yiddish, Jewish
music, and renewal Judaism. Jewish
parenting has influenced my journey as
Debbie and I have encouraged our kids to
learn about Judaism through classes,
experiences, and social activities that have
included family traditions, Hebrew
school, USY, NCSY, MASA, Nativ, trips
to Israel, seminary, and making Jewish
practices a normal part of their everyday
lives, rather than an extracurricular
activity. Not every experience has to be a
lane-changer on their journey, but at most
they will have the knowledge and the
freedom to choose their paths.

Recently, I have been taking classes
with the Institute for Jewish Spirituality
and have attended a Men's Retreat through
Menchwork. While my preference has
always been the Conservative Movement
service, | marvel at how these various
groups attract Jews of all ages, including
20 and 30 somethings, using the exact
same texts and traditions that I have grown
up with but spinning a modern twist that
can attract today's disenfranchised Jews.
Again, I may not buy into everything that
is said and done, but the ruach and passion
that these classes and workshops provide,
invigorate my Jewish journey and allow it
to continue in ways that I have not
imagined.

That's the beauty of being Jewish at
Hillcrest Jewish Center. We have so many
opportunities to learn in a caring, warm,
and non-judgmental community with
clergy that meets us where we are and
focuses our path to continued exploration
of our Judaism. If you'd like to share your
journey, stay tuned for a small-group
starting in the fall that will give everyone
a chance to tell their story and refocus our
journeys to bring us to our next Jewish
adventure. Wherever your journey takes
you, enjoy the trip. Oh, and by the way,
from May to October, you'll find that my
Jjourney usually takes me to the beach!

Mark Solkoff, Vice President
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TEA AND SCHMOOZE

The Tea and Schmooze program
successfully continues on Friday, July
17th beginning promptly with Shabbat
services at 7:30 PM and moving into the
Moreida afterwards for tea, snacks,
schmoozing and a delightful talk with our
incredible guest speaker Susan Agin.

Susan Agin is the Executive Director
for the Queens Culture & Arts Network
(QCAN). Susan is a successful performing
arts professional with over 25 years of
experience working in the non-profit
sector in patron services, sales, develop-
ment and fundraising, professional arts
programming, management and educa-
tion, focusing on the cultural needs of a
diverse community in Queens. She is
recognized for her creation of distinctive
programming and successful execution of
over 500 programs and events, effectively
representing Queens multicultural popu-
lations.

Before accepting her current position
at QCAN, Susan was the Executive and
Artistic Director of Queensborough
Community College’s Performing Arts
Center Programs. Her portfolio includes a
Children’s Book Club and Performance
Series, Older Adult programming,
Musical Theatre Boot Camp, Dance
Fitness Enrichment, Free Park Concert
Series, dining and show packages,
national and international shows and
concerts, and virtual entertainment,
engaging more than 170,000 community
members annually. She reached new
audiences by filling voids that existed in
the entertainment choices available to
Queens residents.

Susan has built connections with local
legislators, renowned artists and their
representatives to help organizations
achieve their objectives, one of which is to
enhance their reputation both locally and
globally. She drastically improved
Queensborough’s performing arts center’s
competitive advantage in the marketplace
by securing an over 300% increase in
government funding, corporate funding,
and patron donations, and reduced
technical support costs by more than 40%.

Agin supervised the completion of a
15 million dollar facility renovation to
Queensborough’s performing arts center,
to accommodate patrons with disabilities
in compliance with the latest Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA).

Honors and Awards include: New
York City Council Proclamation for
outstanding  contributions in  the

community, City Council Citation for
exemplary service to the community,
Citation of Honor from the
Queensborough President for outstanding
work, Schneps Communications’ Top
Woman in Business Award, Queens
Tribune’s Power Women of Queens, NYC
Council Lifetime Achievement Award,
Queens Public Television Power Women
of Queens Recognition Award.

Please come listen to Susan's
interesting stories and her favorite topic of
interest, "There Are No Coincidences" on
Friday, July 17th at 7:30 PM.

If you would like to sponsor this
program or the one on August 21st (last
T&S date for the summer) please contact
the Hillcrest Jewish Center office at (718)
380-4145.

Debbie Solkoff, T&S Chairperson

FROM THE DESK OF THE

HJC MOWSHOWITZ LIBRARY
Calling all Hillcrest Jewish Center
Bookworms

Looking for the perfect summer
reading adventure? The HJIC Mowshowitz
Library invites you to participate in our
annual Grab-a-Bag of Summer Reading
program!

Fill a free Mowshowitz Library tote
bag with library books to enjoy over the
summer — and return them in September.
It’s a great way to explore our library
collection and keep your reading going all
season long.

Here's how it works:

Check in at the Hillcrest Jewish Center
main office.

Browse and select books from the
Mowshowitz Library.

Check out at the main office by
signing the borrower card.

Receive your complimentary tote bag
at the office.

Return the books in September!
Whether you’re heading to the beach, the
park, or just your favorite chair, we’ve got
the books to keep you company.

Happy Reading!

Carol Kantro and the HIC
Mowshowitz Library Committee

MEDITATION GARDEN

Aviva Peress and Jeffrey Rosenberg
started a group to reclaim the Ruth and H.
Bert Mack Meditation Garden, which was
dedicated in September 2002, Tishri 5763,
located in front of the HJIC parking lot.
The goal is to bring the garden back to life
and make it usable. We will be lowering

hedges so that HIC cameras can monitor
the garden.

So far, we have removed over 10 dead
trees and bushes. We have taken away a
bunch of wild growing trees. Parts of the
garden have been raked.

We used some of the removed trees for
the Lag BaOmer bonfire.

Some of the evergreen bushes were
bent over and were tied to the fence to
keep them upright. We will need to break
up roots in the freed-up soil so we can
plant new plants.

We have additional helpers now.
Thank you Kathy Lewis, Susan Varga,
Susan Beberfall and Dorit Gershovsky.
Contact the office if you have a green
thumb and want to help.

Jeffrey Rosenberg

THE HIGH HOLIDAYS
ARE
REALLY EARLY
THIS YEAR

Erev Rosh HaShanabh is
Friday evening
September 11

The office will be mailing out
information packets
mid-July.

Please respond promptly to the
mailing which will also include
information about the yearly

Yizkor book, and how to
keep it the same or make changes.

RSVP Required

When you see those words
on aflyer, in the text of a
Bulletin article, or in the
Daily Digest or Shabbat Shalom...
it is there for a reason!

Tables must be set up
and/or food will be served,
and it is necessary to know how
many people will be attending.
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SYNAGOGUE OFFERINGS

As a member-in-good-standing, you
may phone the office with your donation
and the amount will appear on your next
HJC bill.

Reminder
There is a $25 minimum donation required
for the listing to be printed in the Bulletin

(one name per yahrzeit listing).

General Fund:

Emily & Noah Freedman thank HJIC
for the warm welcome this Shavuot.

Sela & Steve Zellman congratulate
Ilan Kogan and Rabbi Manes & Silvia
Kogan on Ilan’s becoming another Rabbi
Kogan. Mazal Tov to the whole family.

Sela & Steve Zellman wish Susan &
Cliff Hamburger speedy recovery to full
strength.

Sharon & Louis Taxin in honor of the
wedding of Emily Taxin and Dr. Brandon
Levokove.

The Solkoff family in honor of Ilan’s
ordination.

The Solkoff family honors Maya
Solkoff on her graduation from Queens
College with her MAT in early education.

Anna Hosansky wishes Mazal Tov to
Rabbi Ilan Kogan and wishes him a
blessed future.

Zvi Keren in memory of beloved
mother Eva Kornhauser.

Gwen Jones-Cintron for yahrzeit of
mom Estelle Jones.

Gwen Jones-Cintron for yahrzeit of
grandfather Harry Shulder.

Sherry Reisner for yahrzeit of beloved
mother Helen Weinthal.

Renita Horowitz for yahrzeit of father
Isidor Schachter.

Jerry Kirschbaum for yahrzeit of
father Meyer Kirschbaum.

Howard Jacob for yahrzeit of mother
Fanny Jacob.

Barbara Schuckman for yahrzeit of
grandfather Morris Gold.

Barry Jacobs for yahrzeit of father
Morton Jacobs.

Phyllis Rosenthal for yahrzeit of father
Sol Goldberg.

Elaine Steinberg for yahrzeit of
mother Gertrude Steinberg,

Susan Straus for yahrzeit of mother
Belle Pershes.

Abby Belson for yahrzeit of father
Raphael Avin.

Abby Belson for yahrzeit of mother-
in-law Mollie Belson.

Iris Schachter for yahrzeit of father-in-
law Isidor Schachter.

Iris Schachter for yahrzeit of father
Morris Krichefsky.

Jeremiah Gelles for yahrzeit of
mother-in-law Ruth Wasserman Bier.

Arthur Flug for yahrzeit of mother Ida
Flug.

Luba Kahan for yahrzeit of mother
Roza Dreyer.

Arlene Goodman for yahrzeit of
grandfather Lester Liebowitz.

Ellen Rothstein, Mark Rothstein and
Susan Asch for yahrzeit of grandfather
Morris Spike.

Lesley Fuchs for yahrzeit of husband
Mordecai Fuchs.

Doris Fried for yahrzeit of mother-in-
law Ruth Lazarus.

Toby Wind for yahrzeit of father
Aaron Morris.

Monte Schwartz for yahrzeit of sister
Nancy Mancuso.

Joy Silver Leffler honors the yahrzeit
(29 Iyar) of her beloved father Sidney L.
Silver, of blessed memory.

Barbara Lee Vardi for yahrzeit of
sister-in-law Shoshana Gad.

Barbara Lee Vardi for yahrzeit of
father-in-law Moshe Vardi.

Joan Hausmann for yahrzeit of father
Israel Raphael.

Judith Ross for yahrzeit of brother
Lester Ratzken.

Analee Sternberg for yahrzeit of
mother Doris Bemstein.

Anita Kent for yahrzeit of husband
Howard Kent.

Harriet Rosengarten for yahrzeit of
brother-in-law Geoffrey Rosengarten.

Sandra Jackson for yahrzeit of mother
Gertrude Steinberg.

Richard Morris for yahrzeit of father
Aaron Morris.

Linda & Richard Morris for yahrzeit of
their son Evan Mortis.

Erica & Scott Resnik and Debra,
Larry, Austin and Ivy Klein in memory of
loving mother/grandmother Ethel Klein.

Michael Cantor for yahrzeit of uncle
Sidney Zucker.

Leslie Sanders for yahrzeit of mother
Sara Szendrodi.

Leslie Sanders for yahrzeit of father
Odon Szendrodi.

Silvia Surazski Kogan for yahrzeit of
grandmother Sara Surazski.

Norman Mickenberg for yahrzeit of
father David Mickenberg.

Mark Solkoff for yahrzeit of
grandfather Max Lewis Solkoff.

Debbie Solkoff for yahrzeit of
grandfather David Bleiweiss.

Debbie Solkoff for
grandmother Jean Bleiweiss.

The Solkoff family in memory of Dr.
Norman Fedder.

yahrzeit of

Jeannette Kent for yahrzeit of dearly
beloved mother Sonia Steinsaltz.

Yvette Bercovitz extends condolences
to Lili Nicenboim on the passing of her
beloved sister Catalina Nicenboim,

Leonard Zimmerman for yahrzeit of
brother Jules Zimmerman.

Fryda Kessel for yahrzeit of mother
Sabina Katz.

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund:

Erica & Scott Resnik congratulate
Rabbi Kogan on his appointment to serve
as the Jewish Chaplain for the NYPD.

Bertha Strauss wishes Mazal Tov to
Silvia & Rabbi Kogan on Ilan’s Rabbini-
cal Ordination.

Tina Schnall wishes Mazal Tov to
Rabbi Kogan & Silvia on Ilan’s semicha.

Sisterhood congratulates Ilan Kogan
on his Rabbinical Ordination.

Fredda Chodrow-Goldberg wishes
Mazal Tov to the entire Kogan family in
celebration of Tlan’s Rabbinic Ordination.

Zelda & Raymond Shanis congratulate
Rabbi Kogan on being appointed to the
NYPD as Chaplain.

Judy & Randy Stein wish a hearty
Mazal Tov to Ilan Kogan and the entire
Kogan family on the great achievement of
becoming a Rabbi.

Mowshowitz Library Fund:

Roberta Sufrin extends heartfelt Mazal
Tov wishes to Ilan and the Kogan family
on Ilan’s ordination as a Rabbi.

Carol Kantro in memory of Leslie
Sufrin, a cherished long-time friend.

Prayer Book Fund:

Michelle Sufrin & Richard Solomon
thank Jeffrey for all his help facilitating a
beautiful Shabbat service for Gabrielle to
participate in.

Michelle Sufrin & Richard Solomon
thank Aviva for all her work helping
Gabrielle prepare for her upcoming Bat
Mitzvah.

Helene & Howard Jacob send condo-
lences to Roberta Sufrin and family on the
loss of her beloved husband Leslie Sufrin.

Helene & Howard Jacob honor Rabbi
Kogan on his appointment as the next
Jewish Chaplain in the NYPD.

Helene & Howard Jacob send a Yasher
Koach to the Installation and Concert
Committee members.

Helene & Howard Jacob send a Mazal
Tov to Judy & Randy Stein on the birth of
grandson Alexander Paul Benzaquen.

Helene & Howard Jacob send a Mazal
Tov to Silvia & Rabbi on the occasion of
their son Ilan’s rabbinical ordination.




